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city partnerships
"Through this effort, we have been inspired to explore a range of strategies and
to become bolder and more creative in our approach and message."
—Jill Anderson, Senior Vice President of Commercial Operations,
New York Power Authority, 2015
The Daylight Hour is a unique opportunity to engage people across a huge variety of sectors through
one of the most tangible ways our buildings use energy: lighting systems. A number of progressive
cities have agreed to partner with the Building Energy Exchange on this fun and impactful social media
campaign by signing up city facilities and working with their private sector communities to encourage
participation.

about daylight hour

current city partners

Daylight Hour is an annual social media campaign
to raise awareness about the use of natural light in
lieu of electric lighting in day-lit offices.

•
•
•
•

Launched in 2014, this simple and engaging
campaign asks participating offices to turn off
their lights in day-lit spaces for one hour on
the Friday before the summer solstice. Leading
up to and during this hour, offices around the
world share their involvement on social media,
engaging their community and showcasing their
environmental commitment.
The Daylight Hour is a simple campaign that
enhances the office environment, encourages
more sustainable practices, and connects a broad
population to the tangible ways our buildings use
energy. The 2016 Daylight Hour is on June 17 at
Noon.

New York City, NY
Los Angeles, CA
Rochester, NY
Yonkers, NY

impact
In the second year, offices in 14 countries joined
Daylight Hour and the area of participating offices
grew by a factor of 20. BEEx anticipates significant
growth in 2016, with a target of 400 participating
offices.
2014
2015
3,900,000+

300+

140+
500,000

social media impressions
2.4 M

participating offices
58 M

participating area (sf)

daylighthour.org
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Join Daylight Hour to showcase your City's commitment to sustainability and energy efficiency through
an engaging and educational global campaign.

city partner commits to:
•

Engage with mayoral staff and/or city council members to
ensure broad support

•

Work with city agencies and appropriate staff to encourage
participation of city facilities

•

Identify high profile facilities to increase campaign exposure,
such as: City Hall, Council Chambers, etc

•

Outreach to private sector groups such as business
roundtables, real estate associations, and design and
engineering associations

•

Market these efforts with official social media platforms
and other communications

•

Involve municipal building-energy challenges or other related
initiatives, such as: NYC Carbon Challenge

NYC Council Speaker Melissa Mark-Viverito

NYC Dept. of Citywide Admin. Services

BEEx provides:
•

Materials and templates to support outreach efforts

•

Educational resources identifying energy & financial benefits
from lighting retrofits and daylighting. i.e. technical case
studies, past-participant best practices

•

Promotion of individual city efforts through social media and
daylighthour.org

•

Awards to individual metro regions for scale and creativity of
participations

Queens Public Library

join the global movement
Jurisdictions that wish to join the Daylight Hour City Partnerships coalition
should contact BEEx Managing Director, Yetsuh Frank at yf@be-exchange.org
The Daylight Hour is a major initiative of the Building Energy Exchange. BEEx connects
the real estate and design communities to energy and lighting efficiency solutions
through exhibition, education, technology demonstrations, and research. We identify
opportunities, navigate barriers to adoption, broker relationships, and showcase best
practices at our resource center in Manhattan. BEEx develops campaigns and resources
like the Daylight Hour to advance energy efficiency broadly. BEEx is a 501c3 non-profit.
Visit be-exchange.org to learn more.
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